
The Small Group ministry of Central Baptist 

Church, known as òGrowth Groupsó is off and run-

ning. Nine small groups are organized and func-

tioning.  Many are now participating in these 

groups. There IS a place for everyone, and a place 

for YOU.  New groups are being formed even as 

we speak.  How exciting for us all! 

Some groups meet weekly, some meet twice 

monthly. Some groups meet for a year, some 

groups meet for only a six week period.  Depend-

ing on the group, the study, the intent, or the  

situation, groups are designed first of all to BUILD 

relationships.  You will come to depend upon 

those in your group.  They can, if youõll let them, 

become family for you and to you.  Few of us have 

family geographically close-by, so the relationships 

in your small group will help you in many ways.  

YOU will be that same thing FOR someone.  Thatõs 

what small groups / growth groups are all about. 

A NEW WAY TO   

GROW   WITH  ONE  ANOTHER 

Small groups are not new.  We are a part of small 

groups everyday of our lives.  Perhaps you are in a 

bridge club, or a weekly group Bible study, or a bowl-

ing team.  In these groups, you ògrowó together in 

whatever the task is at hand.  Even when your bowling 

game average improves, what you take from the time 

and what means the most to you is strength of the 

relationship bonds that are formed.  Think about the 

tough and challenging times of your life.  These rela-

tionships formed in small groups, whatever they may 

be, are that which God uses to carry you through.  

What would we do and where would we be without 

these persons and these relationships?  Make being 

a part of one of the myriad of small groups of Central 

a vital part of your walk.  
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Special points of interest: 

 

¶ Small Group Ministry Op-

tions for you. 

 

¶ Frequently asked ques-

tions about Growth 

Groups / Small Groups 

 

¶ How do I get involved? 

 

¶ How do I volunteer to 

help? 

 

¶ What happens in a small 

group? 

 

 

GROWTH  
GROUPS  

 



In 1976 at the Special Olympics track and field event in Spokane, Washington, nine 

contestants, all physically or mentally challenged, assembled at the starting line for 

the 100-yard dash.  At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a 

relish to run the race and to finish and win.  All, that is, except one little boy who stum-

bled on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple of times, and began to cry.  The other eight 

runners heard the boy crying.  They slowed down and looked back.  Then they all 

turned around and went back ñ every one of them! 

One girl, with Downõs syndrome, bent down and kissed him and said, òThis will make it 

all better.ó  Then all nine linked arms and crossed the finish line together.  Everyone in 

the stadium stood, and the cheering went on for several minutes.   

group themselves with the 

leadership of their facilita-

tor or group leader.  There 

is always a group Bible 

study meeting together in 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday 

evenings.  And you can bet 

that sharing laughter will 

be a part of most every 

group.  Where there is joy 

Growth groups meet at a 

variety of times,  and in 

many places.  Many 

choose the Sunday night 

time to meet, while there 

are activities of Childrenõs 

choirs and AWANA going 

on at church.  The meet-

ing time and place is de-

termined by the small 

with believers gathered, 

there is laughter. Dig deep 

and find your place in a 

group. Need more informa-

tion? Call Don Parks at 

(903) 935-9391, or stop by 

the Welcome Center for 

more printed information. 

Or email 

dparks@cbcmarshall.org 

LIFE IS TOO DANGEROUS TO GO IT ALONE 

WHEN?   WHERE? 
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§ Misunderstandings and 

hurt feelings 

§ Grief and inner turmoil 

§ Occurrences to laugh 

about 

§ Miracles for which to 

Thank God 

§ Dreams to realize 

§ Experiences to celebrate 

 

Small groups / Growth  

Groups are designed to 

share all of these life events 

and more.  There is a place 

for you.  Perhaps God is call-

ing you to open your home 

to host a group, or to facili-

tate a group at the church 

building or other place.  

Seek Godõs will in where you 

will find your small group 

place. 

THE JOURNEY CALLED LIFE 
Think about it.  God de-

signed our lives as believers 

in such a way that we share 

the good times as well as 

the difficult times.   

§ Frustrations 

§ Confusions 

§ Marriage Difficulties 

§ Work Struggles  

§ Baggage from the Past 

§ Disappointments 

 

òNow all the 

believers were 

together and had 

everything in 

common.ó 

ACTS 2:44 
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Q: What about the monthly Church-Wide Pot Luck, and Church Conference? 

A:   Monthly, small groups are asked to meet together, on the fourth Sunday night of each month, in Fel-

lowship Hall for Pot Luck meal and for conference, and for special events on these nights, such as con-

certs, and other special church-wide events.  All are asked to support the monthly pot luck meal and 

church conference.  This is also an excellent time to hear reports from the various small groups. 


